Chapter 22

The "Mohan Line" the Congress
Split and the Mid-term Elections

Even during 1965-66 substantial differences had begun to appear
between Indira Gandhi and Kamaraj on broad policies to move the
nation forward. The differences were there but they had not attained
a sharp edge.
We should not now "conveniently'9 forget the fact that at that time
Communists and other persons of a socialist mentality joined pro-
American elements in opposing Indira Gandhi and expressing
support for Kamaraj. The strength of rightists in the Congress could
be seen from the very fact that Morarji Desai was the Deputy Prime
Minister. It could also be seen in the continual thrust of the rightists.
(It is all right even if this "thrust" is interpreted narrowly as a bid
to make Morarji the Prime Minister.)
The rightist forces that sought to capitalize on the inexperience of
Indira Gandhi for their own ends, were also aware that dangers
might lie ahead. They supported Kamaraj in order to accomplish
their own objectives. Kamaraj's objective was to wean Indira
Gandhi away from the rightists by his own strength and, by civilized
inner-party modalities,'to ensure for her a rightful place. Kamaraj
was aware of the intentions of the rightists but he did not fear them
at all. He knew from experience that a Morarji or an S.K. Patil
was no match for him.
Kamaraj who had made Indira Gandhi Prime Minister had never
desired to remove her from that position. He believed that she was
straying away from Nehru's course and he tried to bring her under
some sort of control.
Though the Indian environment offered fertile scope for imple-